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 THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, BUSINESS AND CAPITAL PLANNING 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
VOLUME FBCP 6 

 
July 16, 2015 

 
 

A meeting of the Committee on Finance, Business & Capital Planning was held in Room 108 of 
the Classroom Building at Penn State Beaver, Monaca, Pennsylvania, beginning at 9:00 a.m.     
 
The following committee members, constituting a quorum, were present:  Clifford Benson, Donald 
Cotner, Mark Dambly, Barbara Doran, Rob Fenza, Chris Hoffman, William Oldsey, and Mary Lee 
Schneider. 
 
Ex officio member Keith Masser, Faculty Representative Mohamad Ansari (via phone), Student 
Representative Kevin Horne, and the following administration members were also present:  Eric 
Barron, Susan Basso, Madeline Cantu, Joseph Doncsecz, Jennifer Eck, David Gray, Frank 
Guadagnino, Craig Hillemeier, Nicholas Jones, Donna Newburg, Rachel Smith, and Ford Stryker. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Dambly.  Mr. Dambly advised the Committee 
that actions and recommendations by the Committee would be reported to the full Board of 
Trustees for their consideration at the July 17, 2015 meeting. 
 
The Committee unanimously approved the minutes of the May 7, 2015 meeting of the 
Committee. 
 
The Committee reviewed the following consent agenda items and unanimously approved the 
two action items:  Summary of Revised Funds; Summary and Acknowledgment of New Funds 
and Major Commitments. 
 

1) Discussion of Consent Agenda Items Provided for Information or 
Approval of the Committee on Finance, Business and Capital 
Planning: 

 
Information Items – 
a) Women’s Health Unit Renovations, The Milton S. Hershey Medical 

Center 
b) Science and Technology Center Building Laboratory Renovations, 

Penn State Harrisburg 
c) Naming of the Health and Human Development East Building the 

“Nursing Sciences Building”, University Park 
d) Naming of Rooms, Portions of Buildings, and Plazas 
e) Status of Major Construction Programs and Borrowing 

 
Action Items – 
f) Summary of Revised Funds 
g) Summary and Acknowledgement of New Funds and Major  
 Commitments 
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(See Appendix II) 

 
Consideration of Proposed Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2015 was 
presented by Eric Barron.  The Committee unanimously approved the following resolutions: 
 

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
has not approved its budget and related appropriation to 
The Pennsylvania State University as of July 1, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania State University 

must continue to operate and is committed to provide 
exceptional educational experiences and positive 
workplace environments for all; and 

 
WHEREAS, The 2015-16 Operating Budget Plan 

provides funding from tuition for the increasing costs of 
employee benefits, facilities, fuel and utilities, deferred 
maintenance, and need-based student aid; funding from 
internal sources – reallocation and expense reductions – 
for faculty and staff salary adjustments at approximately 
the rate of inflation, for faculty promotions, contractual 
obligations, and to address market and equity issues; and 
requested additional appropriations provide funding for 
strategic investments in economic development, and 
student career success; and 

 
WHEREAS, The 2015-16 Operating Budget Plan 

has been adjusted to reflect a level appropriation from the 
Commonwealth and such adjustments include removal of 
certain strategic investments in economic development 
and student career success, decreasing the amount 
available to address deferred maintenance, and 
introducing budgetary risk by including revenue from 
increased enrollment thereby setting a new and higher bar 
for enrollment; and 

 
WHEREAS, The adjusted 2015-16 Operating 

Budget Plan also includes tuition increases for all 
Pennsylvania resident students that are lower than those 
that were included in the 2015-16 State Appropriation 
Request approved by the Board of Trustees on September 
19, 2014 with no increase for students at eight 
Commonwealth Campuses; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That in the event 

that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s budget is not 
finalized by July 17, 2015, or is finalized at the 2014-15 
level of support for The Pennsylvania State University, the 
proposed Operating Budget for the University for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2015, as shown on Schedules I-V 
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which are attached hereto and made part hereof, is 
approved. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, In the event that the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s budget is finalized after 
July 17, 2015, at a level of support that is higher than was 
provided in 2014-15, the Officers of the University are 
authorized to effect an Operating Budget for the University 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2015, that would deploy 
additional General Support, in order of priority and in the 
amounts as outlined in the 2015-16 State Appropriation 
Request as approved by the Board of Trustees on 
September 19, 2014, to the restoration of the planned 
investments in economic development and student career 
success, deferred maintenance, removal of the risk from 
relying on a sustained level of growth in enrollment, and 
with the balance, if any, to be used to reduce the student 
Information Technology Fee effective in the 2016-17 
academic year. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That in the event 

that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s budget is 
finalized after July 17, 2015 and the appropriation for The 
Pennsylvania State University is at a level that is higher or 
lower than was provided in 2014-15, a revised operating 
budget, including any appropriation changes, for General 
Support, Agricultural College Land Scrip Fund, The 
Pennsylvania College of Technology and the Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center, will be prepared and reviewed 
with the Board of Trustees at the earliest opportunity. 

 
[PLEASE NOTE:  The Operating Budget and Schedules, as attached to 
these minutes, were approved by the Committee.  At the full Board meeting 
on July 17, 2015, revised schedules were acted upon and those schedules 
are included in the full board minutes. ] 

 
Proposed Tuition and Fees Effective for 2015 Fall Semester was presented by Eric Barron.  The 
Committee unanimously approved the following resolutions: 
 

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
has not approved its budget and related appropriation to 
The Pennsylvania State University as of July 1, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania State University 

must continue to operate and is committed to provide 
exceptional educational experiences and positive 
workplace environments for all; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That in the event 

that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s budget is not 
finalized by July 17, 2015, or is finalized and provides a 
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General Support appropriation for The Pennsylvania State 
University at the 2014-15 level, the tuition and fees at all 
locations are, effective for the 2015-16 academic year, as 
shown on Schedules 1-4 attached hereto and made part 
hereof. In the event that the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania’s budget is finalized after July 17, 2015 with 
a General Support appropriation for The Pennsylvania 
State University at a level that is more or less than the 
amount appropriated in 2014-15 the effect, if any, of the 
final appropriation on tuition and fees for the 2016-17 
academic year will be summarized and reviewed with the 
Board of Trustees at the earliest opportunity.  

 
[PLEASE NOTE:  The Operating Budget and Schedules, as attached to 
these minutes, were approved by the Committee.  At the full Board meeting 
on July 17, 2015, revised schedules were acted upon and those schedules 
are included in the full board minutes. ] 

 
The proposed Appointment of a Designer, Agricultural Digester and Replacement of Dairy 
Barns at University Park was presented by Ford Stryker.  The Committee unanimously 
approved the following resolutions: 

 
WHEREAS, The interview process has been conducted by the University’s 

Office of Physical Plant. 
 
RESOLVED, That the Officers of the University are authorized to employ 

Mascaro Construction Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to design and build 
the Agricultural Digester and Replacement of Dairy Barns at University Park. 

 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, Final plans for the project will be brought to 

the Board of Trustees for approval when designed and costs have been 
established. 

 
The proposed Appointment of a Designer, Deike Building Renovations at University Park was 
presented by Ford Stryker.  The Committee unanimously approved the following resolutions: 

 
WHEREAS, The interview process has been conducted by the University’s 

Office of Physical Plant. 
 
RESOLVED, That the Officers of the University are authorized to employ 

Bostwick Design Partnership of Cleveland, Ohio, to design the Deike Building 
Renovations at University Park. 

 
The proposed Purchase of Property on Sandy Drive at University Park was presented by Ford 
Stryker.  The Committee unanimously approved the following resolutions: 

 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees approves 

the acquisition of the property at 2185 Sandy Drive in 
Ferguson Township, comprised of 1.96 acres and a one 
story 15,088 square foot building, from Advanced Color 
Graphics for $1,986,000. 



FBCP 6-5 
 

 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, That the Officers of 

the University are authorized and directed to take such 
steps as are necessary to make effective these resolutions. 

 
An Administrative Costs Review was given by Nicholas Jones and David Gray. 
 
Due to time constraints, the Photo Report on Selected Construction Projects that was to be 
presented by Ford Stryker, was not given. 
 
The public session of the Committee on Finance, Business & Capital Planning was adjourned at 
10:39 a.m. 
 
The Committee then went into executive session.   
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Donna J. Newburg 
      Assistant Secretary 
      Board of Trustees    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






































